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A reminder that the older and newest versions of Essential Elements (EE for Band 2000, EE for Band and EE for 
BAND updated for 2025) have the same contents for all but two exercises, 44 and 62. The difference is in how you 
access play-along and other features. The oldest version, EE for Band 2000, simply came with a play-along CD or 
DVD/CD ROM through exercise 58. However, for both newer versions of Essential Elements for Band, all tools and 
features are accessible online. 
 

To read about the newest features and additions click here →https://www.halleonard.com/ee/band/new2025/  

New features include a video icon to indicate availability of an instructional video. In the 2025 edition, the 
icon has been added to new notes and concepts in the book that are often easier to grasp visually. These 
corresponding videos are found on Essential Elements Interactive (EEi). Read further down about how to access the 
newest EEi features (not part of Essential Elements 2000 edition) 
 

Either way, anyone can use the tools available online at Hal Leonard’s Essential Elements My Library. Included are 
basic, play-along tracks for ALL the exercises #1-187 (except for  Ex.44 and Ex.62 differences). 
 

To get to all 187 play-along tracks for your specific instrument use this link → myEElibrary. 
 

 If you have the newer title, Essential Elements for Band, there is a student code on the title page of the book 
to enter in the student activation code box. 

OR 

 If you have the older version, Essential Elements 2000, click where it says “My Book Doesn’t Have a Code.” 
On the next page you will enter the 10 or 13 digit ISBN from the book you do have and you will be able to 
access the same play-along tracks for all 187 exercises in the book. 
Unfortunately this older version does not include the additional features described below. 
But, there is a start-up video tab, which is good for those just beginning. 

 

Once you are on the page for your instrument, in the grey column on the left, you can choose to stream them or 
download the play-along tracks making them accessible directly on your computer. 
 

Practicing with recordings should help the student HEAR if they are playing the notes correctly. 
 

For those who own the newer, Essential Elements for Band including the updated 2025 version there are 
WORTHWHILE ADDITIONAL FEATURES 

Essential Elements Interactive (abbreviated as EEi) is included FREE with the purchase of an Essential 
Elements Method Book that has a student activation code. 
Go to www.essentialelementsinteractive.com 
To sign up for EEi as an individual you will need to provide: 
1. First name 
2. Last name 
3. Instrument 
4. Email address 
5. Create a user name and password 
6. Enter the activation code found near the bottom of the book’s first page (title page) 

NOTE: Those younger than 13 need a parent to create an account for them to use. 
 

Once you are in, hover over the symbols in the upper right hand corner 
Clicking on RESOURCES provides various videos for your chosen instrument or you can choose ALL. 
There are videos about how to play the instrument, introductory videos showing how to put the instrument together and 
produce sound, Music Theory PDFs and more. A parent with their student is encouraged to explore and utilize the 
many features available. 
 

Clicking on BONUS SONGS provides a menu on the left side. A few menu choices are listed here: 

 SONGLIST – Has play-along tracks for all 187 exercises, an adjustable tempo and choices for 
accompaniment style. 

 SOUND CHECK - Allows you to choose an exercise/song from a dropdown list on the upper right. 
There are a number of other features available across the top including, but not limited to, the optional 
cursor, a tuner and adjustable tempo. 

 FINGERING CHARTS – Are just that, for easy reference – same as in the back of the book. 
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